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Source: phase 2 and Phase 3 Pollution 
Monitoring Report Annex of Nairobi River 
Basin Programme, Department of Chemistry, 
University of Nairobi - 30 sample station 
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California Environmental Health Tracking Program

“Those smells [from the Salton 
Sea] …you feel like you don’t 
have worth. …You think that 
you have to endure it here 
because it’s Mecca…. Sure 
we’re in Mecca, but we’re not 
animals. We’re human beings.”
Mecca resident, 2012
Revealing the Invisible Coachella Valley
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Nairobi Dam Salton Sea

Characteristics Original Use Tourism / recreation 
/ drinking water

Tourism / recreation

Original Users Elite Elite

Environmental 
Catastrophe

Pollution Shrinking

Causes Neighbouring 
Communities

Encroaching Fleeing

Human Driven 
Environmental 

Flows

Human waste Agricultural waste

Impacts Public Health 
Risks

Cholera Asthma + respitory 
disease

Climate-Related 
Risks

Flooding Drought and 
flooding

Economic Impacts Loss of recreational 
income

Loss of tourism

Regional Effects Pollution dowstream Regional air quality

Ecological Effects Loss of fish Loss of bird and fish 
habitat




