
We must talk about Freedom

by Richard M. Stallman

Estimates today are that there are ten million users of GNU/Linux systems such as Debian
GNU/Linux and Red Hat Linux. Free software has developed such practical advantages that users
are flocking to it for purely practical reasons. The good consequences of this are evident: more
interest in developing free software, more customers for free software businesses, and more ability
to encourage companies to develop commercial free software instead of proprietary software
products.

But interest in the software is growing faster than awareness of the philosophy it is based on, and
this leads to trouble. Our ability to meet the challenges and threats described above depends on
the will to stand firm for freedom. To make sure our community has this will, we need to spread
the idea to the new users as they come into the community.

But we are failing to do so: the efforts to attract new users into our community are far outstripping
the efforts to teach them the civics of our community. We need to do both, and we need to keep
the two efforts in balance.


