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 Part I: Pre/post/present Stockholm 

 AD2805 Sustainable Planning and Design 

PRE/POST/PRESENT STOCKHOLM 
Stockholm is a city marked heavily by a large expansion in the mid-to-late 1900s with subway suburbs 

being established ever further out from the center, which has been followed by an era of densification in 

and close to the city center. So is at least the general perception, although it is a story leaving out many 

variations. Still, the relation central city-suburb is ever-present in discourse and central to much thinking, 

and the models developed for the "million program" areas in different forms dominate much of the 

landscape. This perception has been so strong that the second-latest comprehensive plan identified a set 

number of typologies, distributed into areas, that then were meant to be retained. The new comprehensive 

plan, however, speaks of a for Stockholm in many ways new strategy: instead of working with areas, the 

focus is on connections - and on connecting these "isolated islands" of the suburbs while densifying the 

areas closest to the city core. This strategy appears sound on the strategic level, but how does it work in 

practice, and how do areas respond, resist, transform from such a strategy? 

The task is to investigate how the new comprehensive plan relates to the existing urban landscape, and 

whether deploying its strategy can also lead to improve conditions of sustainability with its many 

different facets. It is thereby investigating two "heres": the "here" of the built materiality and lived space, 

and the "here" of current planning policy and strategy of the municipality, by use of deploying a "then", 

or the "here" of a possible future. It also addresses the questions of scales of action for sustainability 

solutions in order to learn more of the Stockholm urban structure. 

To investigate this, we ask you to investigate one of the areas visited in the study trip in its context, and 

then make a proposal based on such a connection strategy. This means that you have to also make a 

choice of what to connect to – and in this sense the task concerns (a minimum of) two areas. The one 

assigned, and the one you choose to investigate a connection to. 

It is important to stress that this is an investigation. While steering clear of the directly unrealistic, you 

have quite free hands to propose changes in and between the areas as you deem fit, but not without 

taking the area’s character into consideration. Where the boundary for “reasonably realistic” lies is some-

thing that will be discussed in the presentation seminar based on the range of proposals made in the task. 

 

TASK SPECIFICS 

The task includes analysis and proposal. You are expected to 

 identify main characteristics of the urban structure of the areas you work with/between 

o This includes morphological analysis as well as traffic conditions and system, density, 

green structure, accessibility,  

 identify main characteristics of the social structure of the areas you work with/between 

o This includes an understanding of inhabitant composition, land use and land use 

distribution - both formal (planned) and informal land use (how it is appropriated in 
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day-to-day life) – income levels, ages, household sizes, crime rates, social hetero- or 

homogeneity, et cetera. 

 Identify what the new comprehension plan states on your area, on themes like infrastructure, 

development strategy, connections et cetera. 

 identify what specific sustainability problems are there in these areas 

o This includes an overview of what sustainability problems you can find in the area, 

regardless of whether these problems are within your possibilities to address either in 

this project or within your area of expertise. 

 identify which sustainability problems can be remedied through a connection strategy 

o By looking at the four analyses above, what sustainability problems can be remedied 

by a connection strategy? Note that the connection itself does not have to be the 

solution, as long as the possibility to solve the issue can be provided by the connection 

strategy. 

 propose how to make this connection to maximise sustainability gain 

 identify who are the main agents of change 

 identify which are the main problems, challenges and resistances to such a change 

 identify what cannot be addressed through such a connection strategy 

 

FORMS AND FORMALITIES 

The task is made in groups, where each groups is assigned one area to work with from the study trip. You 

are expected to work in groups, and to participate actively in the study trip as well as all supervision 

occasions and the final presentation. The presentations should be uploaded to bilda the Friday before 

the presentation seminar. 

You are also expected to visit the area again to gather more material for your analysis. 

You are expected to gather data, information, and material best possible using the means available for 

you. You will not get drawings, maps, data, or other material from the staff aside what is already shared. 

Quickly gathering what is possible and acting from limited material and knowledge is part of the 

assignment. 

All students are expected to actively participate in the seminar, be prepared to make comments or 

provide questions to other groups’ work. 

THE PRESENTATION 

The presentation will be using PowerPoint (or similar digital) format.  This presentation should clearly 

show that the tasks above have been addressed. It is also important that you keep the presentation tight 

and focused; the time to present the work will be between 10 and 15 minutes, followed by questions and 

comments. 

Presentations should be 8-15 slides. The amount of slides will be judged in comparison to focus and 

content, not by pure number. 

There will be a large focus on the relation between your analyses and your proposals. This includes what 

conclusions you can make relating the current situation of your working area to sustainability and to the 

strategy of the comprehensive plan. The presentation should focus on the most important issues, 

problems, and proposals, while the slides can contain additional information. The slides should prioritize 

content so information hierarchy is clear. 
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GRADING 

This task is graded P/F. To pass, the group must show that they have engaged with all of the tasks listed 

above, and have made a proposal that binds it together. Remember that this includes a comment on 

how the connection strategy of the comprehensive plan works out in the area you are looking at. In 

general, it is expected that the groups identify at least four sustainability problems in their area, of which 

at least one or two can be addressed through urban planning and/or design. At least one should be 

addressed in the proposal, even if it is not directly a result of the connection strategy itself. At least one 

problem that cannot be addressed in the proposal (at least not directly) should also be identified. For 

this, it is of importance to say why. These numbers should be considered a minimum. The supervision 

sessions and presentation are part of the task, and will be considered in the grading. The presentation 

should involve all participating students. However, it is alright to distribute the time unevenly. 

 


