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Surfing for relevant results 
 

ARC Lunch Seminar,  
November 12, 2013 

Roger Bishop 

ECE School, KTH Library 

Our Aim:  
To improve your Information Literacy 

1. Identify your information needs 

2. Run the search using KTH resources 

3. Critically evaluate the results 

4. Use the results in a professional way 
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Why search for information? 

Strengthening an argument. 

The increasing frequency of massive hurricanes and 
storms is due to the emission of  greenhouse gases. 

What do I need to strengthen? 

Strengthening an argument. 

The increasing frequency of massive hurricanes and 
storms is due to the emission of  greenhouse gases. 

What do I need to strengthen? 

Why search for information? 
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Strengthening an argument. 

The increasing frequency [*] of massive hurricanes 
and storms is due to the emission of  greenhouse 
gases [*]. 

* add a reference to a report, or use 
your own empirical data! 

Why search for information? Google simple word search: 793,000 articles 
Mixtures of sources, enormous number of articles 
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Google phrase search: 36,600 articles 
Search improved using phrases; a few filters are available 

Google Scholar phrase search: 445 articles 
Academic sources, often peer-reviewed; more filters, citations and pdf available 

scholar.google.com 
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The KTH electronic library 

Almost all information 
sources available to KTHB 

Search Tools > Primo, databases, journals and library catalogue 

Where to look? 
 

What types of results do you get from Primo? 

Huge search! 
But you can easily filter the results 

NOTE WELL: You cannot access these from Google! 
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Where to look? 

Primo offers several ways to filter the results 

Clusters 

Many more results when you utilise all the 
search possibilities 

Truncation, synonyms, phrases and Boolean operators 
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Databases are important sources of 
information! Use them all! 

Reference (bibliographic) databases: 
• Brief details plus abstract of journal articles, books, reports etc.: 

Web of Science and Scopus (multidisciplinary), SciFinder (chemistry) 
• Catalogue databases: ”Yellow Pages” e.g. Eniro 
• Library catalogue 

Factual databases: 
• Statistics Sweden (Statistiska centralbyrån) 
• Properties of substances, materials: Merck Index, CRC Handbook 
• Dictionaries/encyclopaedias 

Full text databases: 
• Complete text of journal articles, books, reports etc.: ScienceDirect 
• News agencies 
• Newspaper articles 

Find databases in business and economics 

KTHB > Search Tools > Databases > Category > Sub-category 
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Business Source Elite 

• Full text (mostly) database 

• ~1,000 business publications and economics journals, including 
~500 peer-reviewed publications; records from 1985 with a few 
dating back to 1965  

• Also includes >10,100 company profiles from Datamonitor 

• Updated daily with articles from: 

Business Week Forbes Harvard Business Review 

MIT Sloan Management 
Review 

California Management 
Review 

Administrative Science 
Quarterly 

Academy of 
Management Journal 

Academy of Management 
Review 

Industrial & Labor Relations 
Review 

Journal of Management 
Studies 

Journal of Marketing 
Management 

Journal of Marketing 
Research 

Journal of Marketing Journal of International 
Marketing 

...and many more journals. 

Basic search in Business Source Elite 

UPPERCASE! 

Different full 
text options 

Combine search terms with logical (Boolean) operators AND or OR; phrases within “ “ 

Clusters 
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More results with truncation 
A truncation symbol * replaces extensions of the word root: Swed* finds Sweden or Swedish. 

...and even more with synonyms 
Place synonyms within parentheses and separate by OR. 
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Advanced search: search in selected fields for 
more relevant results 

Search History: How did I get here? 
Recommended in case you need to repeat the search at a later date. 

But you must register to retain your search history after the search session. 
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Find e-journals in Business and Economics  

By Category 

KTHB > Search Tools > Journals 

By Title 

Most databases use American English 
spelling, especially for the Thesaurus 

American English British English 

Aluminum Aluminium 

Fiber Fibre 

Leukemia Leukaemia 

Sulfur, Sulfide Sulphur, Sulphide 

Tumor Tumour 

Organization Organisation 

Some search tips 
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…and sometimes use different words  
for the same thing 

American British Svenska 

Sidewalk Pavement Trottoar, gångbana 

Pavement Road Vägbana 

Automobile (Motor) Car Bil 

Windshield Windscreen Vindruta 

Elevator Lift Hiss 

Railroad Railway Järnväg 

Note, that if you search in the abstract or title field 
you may find the author has used British English. 
If in doubt, search on both words! 

Some search tips 

But how do you find the terms in English? 

Ask Your professor, a fellow 
student at KTH or your 
supervisor at the company 
(degree project) 

Rikstermbanken Search for the Swedish term ”Visa hela termposten” 
for other languages 

Nationalencyclopedin 
(NE) Språklexikon: 
Swedish to English, 
French, German or 
Spanish 

In Primo, search for 
“språklexikon”; click on title 

Select languages to 
translate from and to 

Wikipedia Search with the term in 
Swedish 

Click on ”English” in the 
left-hand column 

Company web site Search for the Swedish term Switch to the English 
language page if available 

Some search tips 
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To re-capitulate! 

Information 
need 

Search 
query, 

input terms 

DB 

Results 

Evaluate 
Not 

good 
enough 

Modify query: 
• New words? 
• Index/Thesaurus 

terms? 
• Change database? 

Good 
enough 

Optimise the search query 

• Add synonyms 

• Truncate to find plurals and other word 
extensions 

• Use Boolean (logic) operators AND, OR 

• Search in specific fields 

• Use proximity operators, if available 

• Use the thesaurus, where available 

Use relevant database(s) 

• Subject-specific or broad databases? 

• Reference or full-text databases? 

• Field or only full-text searching 
available? 

• Coverage from 1960 or 1840? 

• Patent documents or conference reports 
included? 

• Citation searching available? 

More on Information Retrieval at KTHB 

Courses in Information 
Retrieval 
1.5 hp to 7.5 hp, for students and 
post-graduates 

 

Private study course 
“Information Retrieval and 
Management” 

 

Additional materials 
Search Help for Bibliographic Databases 
How To save your Search Histories 

Search Support/Sökverkstad 
Book 45 minutes private help or advice 
from a search specialist 

http://www.kth.se/polopoly_fs/1.309139!/Menu/general/column-content/attachment/Bibliographic databases search help 20120116.pdf
http://www.kth.se/polopoly_fs/1.309174!/Menu/general/column-content/attachment/How to save your search histories 20120103.pdf
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DiVA, KTH’s Digitala Vetenskapliga Arkiv 

KTH research publications since 2004, including some student degree projects 

KTHB > Search Tools > KTH DiVA 

Results: real estate pricing 

Sort by author, title, organisation, type of publication or year 


