
A52P4B Design Process  - Studio 
5:4 12.0 credits
Gestaltningsprocess - studio 5:4

This is a translation of the Swedish, legally binding, course syllabus.

Establishment
Course syllabus for A52P4B valid from Autumn 2012

Grading scale
P, F

Education cycle
Second cycle

Main field of study
Architecture

Specific prerequisites
One year fully approved architectural studies at the advanced level, courses and projects.

Language of instruction
The language of instruction is specified in the course offering information in the course 
catalogue.
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Intended learning outcomes
Production of Architecture: **Cities Are Made of This
**

Overall goals
The course is part of the Design Process Studio which aim is to develop new tools and 
methods for architectural design, and to create new forms of space.
2. The course/project goal is to increase the student's knowledge in this area/field and 
skills/knowledge in the field of architecture in general. The students will enter the project 
with varying degrees of knowledge/skills and will subsequently end up at different levels at 
the end of the course/project.
 3. The individual student must show an increase in the particular skills/knowledge offered 
in the studio and in the field of architecture in general.

Course goals
1. The course aim to increase knowledge about how methods and tools to represent archi-
tecture also inform and influence the production of architecture and the understanding of 
space.
2. At the completion of the course, each student should be able to demonstrate developed 
practical skills and an extended knowledge in relation to the studio program and towards 
the practise of architecture as a whole.

Course contents
The course cities are made of this aims to develop an understanding for alternative processes 
in the production of urban conditions. We will look into how non-planning and positions 
between fast forward late capitalism and residues of traditional planning methodologies 
have started to produce new understandings of our urban environment. We will introduce 
and propose new concepts and tools to work on topics of urban development. Away from 
traditional models of planning and ill-disguised cynical trends towards a more down to 
earth, active and participatory approach to urban and spatial questions. Each student will 
produce a concept for a project that can be realized with the help of the fellow students 
as full time co-workers and with a small economy. The most successful project (according 
to the teachers) will be built. The projects have to address ideas of media, organization, 
time, work-schedules, permissions as well as spatial, functional and aesthetic questions. The 
winning proposal will be under an open-source copyright, this means that everyone involved 
in the course can claim the project as their own. So it is less about competition and more 
about development and sharing.

Disposition
The course will have a practical and a theoretical part. Practically there will be lectures and 
workshops, weekly tutorials, mid-review and a final review where each student individually, 
or in small groups, develop and present a project. In collaboration with the History of Art 
department at Södertörns Högskola there will be a series of lectures, seminars where specific 
architectural problems will be illuminated and related to theoretical discourses in art, liter-
ature and film. Basic architectural categories such as representation and construction will 
be discussed in relation to modern media theory, semiotics and psycho analyses. Another 
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theme is architecture as aesthetic paradigm within philosophy and other artistic fields. A 
running theme is the ambition to try to connect theory to the everyday.

Course literature
Did Someone Say Participate? – An Atlas of Spatial Practise
Markus Miessen and Shumon Basar

Examination
 • PRO2 - Project, 3.0 credits, grading scale: P, F
 • PRO1 - Project, 9.0 credits, grading scale: P, F
Based on recommendation from KTH’s coordinator for disabilities, the examiner will decide 
how to adapt an examination for students with documented disability.

The examiner may apply another examination format when re-examining individual stu-
dents.

If the course is discontinued, students may request to be examined during the following two 
academic years.

The course consists of two parts; a fulfilled and delivered project work (9 credits) and a 
passed final assessment (3 credits). There is at least one intermediate assessment during the 
course.

Other requirements for final grade
a) Presentation requirements
Presentation requirements will be handed out at the start of the course.

During the second half of the Spring semester the 5th year students are to do a Thesis 
Preparation booklet.
Through the development of a ‘Thesis Preparation Booklet’ students will have developed a 
clear focus, thesis question, for their diploma project and will have the opportunity to build 
an architectural design research on a specific subject the students want to pursue further. The 
architectural design research, could have an architectural design agenda, technical/material 
agenda, theoretical or programmatic agenda. It is important that all material is processed by 
the student and brought together in a booklet. The Thesis Preparation is an opportunity for 
the students to develop specific techniques and skills as well as to formulate an architectural 
design ambition through design research.
Requirements:
A4 sized and bind ‘Thesis Preparation Booklet’ of 20 pages including text, images and 
drawings. The Thesis Preparation booklet shall be handed in to and examined by the studio 
teacher before the end of the project.

The studio presentation will be part of the future diploma portfolio and shall be delivered in 
an appropriate and fully qualified way.
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b) Examination
80% attendance. Active participation in lectures, tutorials, and seminars etc. Passed inter-
mediate and final assessments. Compulsory attendance during the assessment reviews.
Completion: The project work shall be delivered and, if necessary, reworked within the set 
time limit.  See general directions.
(Overall principle: Autumn term projects must be approved during the following Spring 
term: Spring term projects must be approved before the start of the following Autumn term. 
The reworked projects must be delivered at least one week before the time limit.)
The project work is to be documented in a portfolio, including drawings, analysis and models. 
The work process shall be legible.

Ethical approach
 • All members of a group are responsible for the group's work.
 • In any assessment, every student shall honestly disclose any help received and sources 

used.
 • In an oral assessment, every student shall be able to present and answer questions about 

the entire assignment and solution.

Course syllabus for A52P4B valid from Autumn 12, edition 1 Page 4 of 4


