
AG2185 Higher Seminar in Pub-
lic Places and Urban Spaces 
Studies 3.0 credits
Högre seminarier om studier av offentliga platser och urbana rum

This is a translation of the Swedish, legally binding, course syllabus.

If the course is discontinued, students may request to be examined during the following two 
academic years

Establishment
Course syllabus for AG2185 valid from Spring 2016

Grading scale
A, B, C, D, E, FX, F

Education cycle
Second cycle

Main field of study
Built Environment

Specific prerequisites
Three years of studies in city urban planning, architecture, town planning, urban design or 
landscape architecture. This course is not open to international exchange students.
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Language of instruction
The language of instruction is specified in the course offering information in the course 
catalogue.

Intended learning outcomes
After completing the course requirements, students should be able:

 • To tackle and comprehend the rapid forces of urban change that affect the public realm and 
the inerrelation of different elements of urbanism: real estate, politics, economy, culture 
and heritage.

 • To demonstrate a deeper understanding of the complex and interrelated issues in urban-
ism, especially the internal and external factors that compose, shape and transform public 
spaces.

 • To critically analyze the selected theoretical readings and also to theorize spatial practices 
that emerge from one’s own critical reflection on the subject.

 • To develop a critical perspective and standpoint that comes from a deeper understanding 
of theory, practice, and speculation in this field.

Course contents
The objective of this course is to provide an advanced colloquium dicussion forum that 
will reconnect to the major issues in the program with a unique focus on the continuously 
changing nature of cities and metropolitan regions. Through a number of selected theme 
seminars the course integrates key issues in urbanism through a fresh theoretical and 
discourse approach emphasizing the importance of urban space to social life and real estate 
to the economy and urban development to politics of space and democracy. The students 
will be expected to present advanced short essays, discuss, debate and argue for their unique 
viewpoints. Presentations of different themes will be done by KTH faculty and International 
guests, coupled together with class discussions, will contextualize urbanism today and its 
range of opportunities and potentials. This higher seminar requires active engagement in 
discussions and well written essay assignment. The course offers a summary and closing of 
advanced studies in urbanism.

Examination
 • INL2 - Individual Submission (paper, plansch or video), 1.0 credits, grading scale: A, B, 

C, D, E, FX, F 
 • TEN1 - Written Examination, 2.0 credits, grading scale: A, B, C, D, E, FX, F 
Based on recommendation from KTH’s coordinator for disabilities, the examiner will decide 
how to adapt an examination for students with documented disability. 

The examiner may apply another examination format when re-examining individual stu-
dents.
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Ethical approach
 • All members of a group are responsible for the group's work.
 • In any assessment, every student shall honestly disclose any help received and sources 

used.
 • In an oral assessment, every student shall be able to present and answer questions about 

the entire assignment and solution.
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