
FAI3302 Environmental Crimi-
nology: Theory for Planners 7.5 
credits
Kriminologiska teorier för planerare: en läskurs

This is a translation of the Swedish, legally binding, course syllabus.

Establishment

Grading scale
P, F

Education cycle
Third cycle

Specific prerequisites
Eligibility to third cycle studies.

Language of instruction
The language of instruction is specified in the course offering information in the course 
catalogue.

Intended learning outcomes
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The objective of this course is to make planners aware of (1) the origins of the field of 
environmental criminology and (2) the current theories devoted to the role of environment 
in crime causation. Criminology is concerned with understanding the causes of crime, and  in 
this course, urban planners examine some of the most influential explanations for criminal 
behaviour and the environmental settings they occur. Focus is given to the relationship 
between crime and physical and social environment, the ecological context of crime, the 
dynamics of space and time in relation to the city’s criminogenic conditions, as well as the 
application of the principles of environmental criminology to the prevention of crime.

Upon successful completion of this course students will:

 1. Understand the major environmental criminological explanations of crime.
 2. Identify the nature of a variety of criminal activities and the role of environment on their 

causation.
 3. Be able to utilize criminological theory to explain crime to their own research area.
 4. Be able to effectively communicate about criminological theory.
 5. Be able to critically assess environmental criminology theories to explanations of crime 

and crime prevention

Course contents
The course is divided in four parts. The first part introduces some basic concepts in crim-
inology and the role of environment to crime as well as how crime has been studied and 
currently analysed (focus on types of data/information). The second part review both some 
macro and micro theories that relate to crime and society, such as anomie, aggression, 
rational choice, strain and subculture theory. The third part is devoted entirely to the "core of 
environmental criminology", namely,  social disorganization theory, routine activity theory, 
defensible space theory and situational action theory. Finally, the last part of the course 
briefly review theories of crime prevention, with focus on situational crime prevention.

Head teacher meets students 4 times following the list of contents described above.

Classes will include informal lectures (15-30 minutes provided by one student, except the 
first day of class) and followed by discussion by the whole group. Lectures will be based on 
course readings). Discussions will help students learn to think critically about the theories 
and their application.

One assignment per meeting is a basic condition to achieve the learning objectives of the 
course. Instructions for the first meeting is provided in advance by the Head teacher.

This course is conducted as a seminar around discussing common readings related to 
environmental criminology. Since the course is organised around reading, reflection, and 
discussion, class attendance and preparedness constitute a primary course requirement.

Course literature
Examples of course literature:

Adler, F., Mueller, G. O., & Laufer, W. S. (2007). Criminology. New York: McGraw Hill.
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Bottoms, AE, Wiles, P. ( 1996)  Understanding crime prevention in late modern societies. 
Crime and Disorder. Targeting Strategies. Cambridge.

Bottoms, AE, Wiles, P. (2002)  Environmental criminology. The Oxford handbook of crimi-
nology . M.Maguire, Morgan, R., R. Reiner, Oxford.

Maguire, M.(2002) Crime statstics. The Oxford handbook of criminology. M.Maguire, Mor-
gan, R.Reiner, Oxford.

Rock, P. (2002) Sociological theories of crime. The Oxford handbook of criminology. 
M.Maguire, Morgan,R.R.Reiner, Oxford.

Tilley, N. (2009) Handbook of crime prevention and community safety. Cullompton, 
UK:Willan Publishing.

Wikström, P.O., Ceccato, V., Hardie, B., Treiber, K. (2010) Activity fields and the dynamics of 
crime: advancing knowledge about the role of the environment in crime causation. Journal 
of quantitative Criminology, 26:55–87.

Examination
 • SEM1 - Seminars, 2.5 credits, grading scale: P, F
 • LIT1 - Literature assignment, 5.0 credits, grading scale: P, F
Based on recommendation from KTH’s coordinator for disabilities, the examiner will decide 
how to adapt an examination for students with documented disability.

The examiner may apply another examination format when re-examining individual stu-
dents.

If the course is discontinued, students may request to be examined during the following two 
academic years.

Other requirements for final grade
Regular class attendance and timely completion of reading assignments are essential.

To be approved in the course the student has to have 100% presence and perform the 
following learning activities:

 1. Submit the course assignments.
 2. Present a short lecture.
 3. Write a final essay of about 7000 words based on the application of environmental 

criminology theory to the students' research subject area/object of study. Students need to 
include relevant material discussed in class and in readings as well as other sources.

Ethical approach
 • All members of a group are responsible for the group's work.
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 • In any assessment, every student shall honestly disclose any help received and sources 
used.

 • In an oral assessment, every student shall be able to present and answer questions about 
the entire assignment and solution.
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