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FAK3150 Perspectives on the
History of Science, Technology
and Environment 15.0 credits

Perspektiv pa historiska studier av teknik, vetenskap och miljo

This is a translation of the Swedish, legally binding, course syllabus.

Establishment

Course syllabus for FAK3150 valid from Autumn 2021

Grading scale
P,F

Education cycle
Third cycle

Specific prerequisites

Eligible applicants are students who meet the requirements for admission to graduate stud-
ies in history or other humanities and social sciences.

Language of instruction

The language of instruction is specified in the course offering information in the course
catalogue.
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Intended learning outcomes

The aim of this course is to provide students with an overview and knowledge about estab-
lished as well as recent research in the fields of history of science, technology, and environ-
ment, and neighboring fields. It is thus a course aimed at broadening the understanding

of the field through the reading and contextualisation of classics, broadly understood. After
completing the course, students should be able to account for, discuss, analyze and apply
important themes and problems in the fields of history of science, history of technology,
environmental history and related disciplinary fields, based on a solid understanding of the
history of the field. Moreover, the focus on reading and discussing monographs will develop
the art of reading monographs and understanding the role of monographs in the humanities.
The students are encouraged to reflect on these perspectives in relation to their own ongoing
research.

Course contents

The course is divided into a dozen seminars. At each of these seminars, a classic is read, con-
textualised and discussed, also paying attention to the legacy and critique of that particular
monograph. The specific list of classics is revisited regularly and the decision on which titles
that should be included takes place in the collective of the faculty. Titles that have been the

object of study in a recent course for a specific cohort might for example be exchange for
others.

Teaching takes the form of seminars, with shorter introduction and contextualisation of the
classic done by the teacher. Particular weight is put on students’ active discussion of the
course material. Students will write text reflections on the readings which together with
active participation is the basis of examination.

Examination
« UPP1 - Essay, 15.0 credits, grading scale: P, F

Based on recommendation from KTH’s coordinator for disabilities, the examiner will decide
how to adapt an examination for students with documented disability.

The examiner may apply another examination format when re-examining individual stu-
dents.

If the course is discontinued, students may request to be examined during the following two
academic years.

Ethical approach

« All members of a group are responsible for the group's work.

« In any assessment, every student shall honestly disclose any help received and sources
used.

- In an oral assessment, every student shall be able to present and answer questions about
the entire assignment and solution.
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