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FLS3106 Visual Communication
for Science 4.0 credits

Visuell kommunikation fér vetenskap

This is a translation of the Swedish, legally binding, course syllabus.

Establishment

The official course syllabus is valid from the spring semester 2026 as decided by the Faculty
Board: dnr PA-2026-0011. Decision date: 2026-03-05

Grading scale
P,F

Education cycle
Third cycle

Specific prerequisites

Admitted to studies at third cycle or or equivalent qualification

Intended learning outcomes

The aim of the course is to strengthen participants’ ability to communicate research findings
visually through scientific posters, supported by images and illustrations.

After completing the course, the student should be able to:

« describe and apply basic principles of graphic design in the use of colours, typography, and
image composition
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« select and create relevant content and adapt its visual form in ways that support the
purpose of the poster

« plan the overall structure and layout of a poster in accordance with the principles covered,
and select and create images that capture attention and clearly convey and support the
content and message

« use image material produced by others in accordance with relevant copyright laws and
regulations

Course contents

The course combines theory and practice and consists of lectures, seminars, and home
assignments. By the end of the course, the student will have planned and produced a sci-
entific poster presenting their own research, based on effective graphic design principles,
and will have practised analysing and providing constructive feedback on presentations from
different scientific fields. Themes of the course include:

« Science communication with a focus on adapting research findings for posters and visual
presentations in order to communicate clearly to different target audiences

« Basic building blocks and principles of graphic design

« The use of colour, typography, and image composition for effective communication

» Basic principles for the graphical presentation of research data and results

« Image ethics and copyright

Examination

« INL1 - Submission assignment and active participation in course meetings, as well as
approved take-home assignments., 4.0 credits, grading scale: P, F

Based on recommendation from KTH’s coordinator for disabilities, the examiner will decide
how to adapt an examination for students with documented disability. The examiner may
apply another examination format when re-examining individual students. If the course is
discontinued, students may request to be examined during the following two academic years.

Ethical approach

« All members of a group are responsible for the group's work.

- In any assessment, every student shall honestly disclose any help received and sources
used.

« In an oral assessment, every student shall be able to present and answer questions about
the entire assignment and solution.
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